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of all amounts made available under this sec-
tion, including expenditures by State and local
law enforcement entities. Amounts provided by
this section are designated as an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to section 204 of S. Con.
Res. 21 (110th Congress).

SEC. 412. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this Act may be
used for any action that is related to or pro-
motes the expansion of the boundaries or size of
the Pinon Canyon Maneuver Site, Colorado.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Military Con-
struction and Veterans Affairs and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2008°°.

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I note
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

THE CALENDAR

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed en bloc to the consideration of
the following calendar items: Calendar
No. 342, S. Res. 134; Calendar No. 343, S.
Res. 282; Calendar No. 344, S. Res. 288;
Calendar No. 345, S. Res. 292; and Cal-
endar No. 346, S. Res. 301.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BROWN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolutions be agreed to
en bloc, the preambles be agreed to en
bloc, the motions to reconsider be laid
upon the table en bloc, the consider-
ation of these items appear separately
in the RECORD, and that any state-
ments relating thereto be printed at
the appropriate place in the RECORD as
if read.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

ADOPT A SCHOOL LIBRARY
MONTH

The resolution (S. Res. 134) desig-
nating September 2007 as ‘‘Adopt a
School Library Month,”” was considered
and agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REsS. 134

Whereas extensive research has dem-
onstrated a link between high-quality school
libraries and student achievement in the
classroom and on standardized tests, regard-
less of the level of poverty or family insta-
bility experienced by the student;

Whereas 37 percent of all fourth grade chil-
dren in the United States are reading at
below-basic reading levels;

Whereas the school libraries of the United
States are valuable tools that could be used
to inspire and enhance literacy for all chil-
dren;

Whereas, to become a lifelong reader, a
student must be exposed to adults who read
regularly and serve as positive reading role
models;

Whereas school librarians are—

(1) instrumental in helping teachers edu-
cate the students of the United States; and
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(2) through the use of books, computer re-
sources, and other resources, a necessary
component for expanding the curriculum of
the public schools of the United States;

Whereas the school libraries of the United
States are used as media centers to provide
students with opportunities to interact with
computers and other electronic information
resources;

Whereas the use of school library com-
puters helps students develop media and
technological skills, including—

(1) critical thinking;

(2) communication competency; and

(3) the ethical and appropriate use of tech-
nology information access, retrieval, and
production;

Whereas the school libraries of the United
States serve as a gathering place for stu-
dents of all ages, backgrounds, and interests
to come together to debate ideas;

Whereas only approximately $1,000,000,000
is allocated to school libraries each year,
which translates to $0.54 per student; and

Whereas numerous programs, including the
READesign program of the Heart of America
Foundation, are working to reestablish
school libraries as the hearts of the public
schools of the United States by—

(1) offering intensive care for school librar-
ies though efforts designed—

(A) to redecorate school libraries;

(B) to revitalize technology available to
school libraries; and

(C) to replenish the book shelves of
school libraries; and

(2) renewing community support and inter-
est for—

(A) enriching the lives of children; and
(B) helping students regain lost opportu-
nities for learning: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates September 2007 as ‘‘Adopt a
School Library Month” to raise public
awareness about the important role school
libraries play in the academic achievement
of children; and

(2) calls on the Federal Government,
States, local governments, schools, nonprofit
organizations, businesses, and the people of
the United States to observe the month with
appropriate ceremonies, programs, and other
activities.

———

NATIONAL POLYCYSTIC KIDNEY
DISEASE AWARENESS WEEK

The resolution (S. Res. 282) sup-
porting the goals and ideals of a Na-
tional Polycystic Kidney Disease
Awareness Week to raise public aware-
ness and understanding of polycystic
kidney disease and to foster under-
standing of the impact polycystic kid-
ney disease has on patients and future
generations of their families, was con-
sidered and agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 282

Whereas polycystic kidney disease (known
as “PKD”) is 1 of the most prevalent life-
threatening genetic diseases in the United
States, is a severe, dominantly inherited dis-
ease that has a devastating impact, in both
human and economic terms, on people of all
ages, and affects equally people of all races,
sexes, nationalities, geographic locations,
and income levels;

Whereas, based on prevalence estimates by
the National Institutes of Health, it is esti-
mated that about 600,000 patients in the
United States have a genetic inheritance
from 1 or both parents for polycystic kidney
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disease, and that countless additional
friends, loved ones, spouses, and caregivers
must shoulder the physical, emotional, and
financial burdens that polycystic kidney dis-
ease causes;

Whereas polycystic kidney disease, for
which there is no treatment or cure, is the
leading genetic cause of kidney failure in the
United States and the 4th leading cause
overall;

Whereas the vast majority of polycystic
kidney disease patients reach kidney failure
at an average age of 53, causing a severe
strain on dialysis and kidney transplan-
tation resources and on the delivery of
health care in the United States, as the larg-
est segment of the population of the United
States, the ‘‘baby boomers’, continues to
age;

Whereas end stage renal disease is one of
the fastest growing components of the Medi-
care budget, and polycystic kidney disease
contributes to that cost by an estimated
$2,000,000,000 annually for dialysis, kidney
transplantation, and related therapies;

Whereas polycystic kidney disease is a sys-
temic disease that causes damage to the kid-
ney and the cardiovascular, endocrine, he-
patic, and gastrointestinal organ systems
and instills in patients a fear of an unknown
future with a life-threatening genetic disease
and apprehension over possible genetic dis-
crimination;

Whereas the severity of the symptoms of
polycystic kidney disease and the limited
public awareness of the disease cause many
patients to live in denial and forego regular
visits to their physicians or to avoid fol-
lowing good health management which
would help avoid more severe complications
when kidney failure occurs;

Whereas people who have chronic, life-
threatening diseases like polycystic kidney
disease have a predisposition to depression
and its resultant consequences due to their
anxiety over pain, suffering, and premature
death;

Whereas the Senate and taxpayers of the
United States desire to see treatments and
cures for disease and would like to see re-
sults from investments in research con-
ducted by the National Institutes of Health
(NIH) and from such initiatives as the NIH
Roadmap to the Future;

Whereas polycystic kidney disease is a
verifiable example of how collaboration,
technological innovation, scientific momen-
tum, and public-private partnerships can
generate therapeutic interventions that di-
rectly benefit polycystic kidney disease suf-
ferers, save billions of Federal dollars under
Medicare, Medicaid, and other programs for
dialysis, kidney transplants,
immunosuppressant drugs, and related
therapies, and make available several thou-
sand openings on the kidney transplant wait-
ing list;

Whereas improvements in diagnostic tech-
nology and the expansion of scientific
knowledge about polycystic kidney disease
have led to the discovery of the 3 primary
genes that cause polycystic kidney disease
and the 3 primary protein products of the
genes and to the understanding of cell struc-
tures and signaling pathways that cause cyst
growth that has produced multiple poly-
cystic kidney disease clinical drug trials;

Whereas there are thousands of volunteers
nationwide who are dedicated to expanding
essential research, fostering public aware-
ness and understanding of polycystic kidney
disease, educating polycystic kidney disease
patients and their families about the disease
to improve their treatment and care, pro-
viding appropriate moral support, and en-
couraging people to become organ donors;
and
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